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Introduction 
 
 
At Rockhampton State High School we aim to: 
 

• Provide a curriculum that is focussed on the identified needs, interests and 
concerns of students with an emphasis on self-directed and co-constructed learning 

• Understand our students very well and employ teaching practices that challenge 
and extend students within a supportive environment 

• Ensure that our curriculum is responsive to local needs and circumstances by 
creatively using time, space and resources 

• Ensure that justice, care, respect and concern for the needs of others are reflected 
in every-day practice of students, teachers and administrators 

• Promote and encourage parents/caregivers and community representatives to be 
productively involved in the school 

• Provide experienced teachers and support staff who are supported by high quality 
facilities, technology and equipment 

• Raise the completion rate of year 12 to 88 per cent of students 
 
Designing Your Course of Study 
 
A unitised curriculum allows each student to design their course of study.  Students at 
Rockhampton State High School are required to design their course of study during 
semester two Year 8. Students design their course of study around the 8 Key Learning 
Areas. 
 
The Key learning Areas (KLA’s) 
 
The term “KLA” refers to areas of study vital to a junior student’s core education.  The 
eight KLA’s along with their associated subjects are listed below: 
 
KEY LEARNING AREA ASSOCIATED SUBJECTS 
English English 
Maths Maths 
Studies of Society and the 
Environment 

• Studies of Society and the Environment 
• History 
• Geography 
• Civics 

Science • Science 
• Science in Agriculture 

Health and Physical Education • Health and Physical Education 
Languages Other Than English 
(LOTE) 

• Japanese 
• Chinese 

The Arts • Art 
• Music 
• Drama 
• Dance 

Technology • Computer Studies 
• Business Education 
• Food Technology & Textiles 
• Technology Studies 
• Graphics 
• Manual Arts 
• Agricultural Practices 
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Some additional considerations… 
 
It is important to be aware of the recommendations for senior subjects.  Following the 
“rules” (as set out on the next page) will assist. 
 
When making selections, students are encouraged to choose subjects they ENJOY and 
DO WELL in.  Keep in mind: 

• school requirements 
• possible career needs 
• level of ability and readiness 
• the level of difficulty of the unit  
• unit recommendations 

 
Do not select or avoid units simply because: 

• one person says that they are bad or good 
• your friends are not taking the unit 
• you think that it may be easy or difficult 
• you think you know the teacher that will be taking it and you dislike them 

 
 
 
All units are offered subject to the availability of staff, resources and 
student interest. 
 

 
 
Rules to Guide You When Designing A Course of Study 
 
There are several “Rules” that must be followed when doing this course selection to 
ensure that each student undertakes the expected “balanced” and “broad” curriculum 
across each of the eight KLA’s. 

 
RULE ONE 
 
Units selected must be ones appropriate to your year level. 
 
UNIT CODE 5__=  Year 9 
UNIT CODE 6__= Year 10 
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RULE TWO 
 
Each student must select the number of mandated units as specified in the table below: 
 

Program after Semester Two, Year 8 
 

The Mandated Units: 
 

English 4 Semester Units before the end of year 10 
Maths 4 Semester Units before the end of year 10 
SOSE 2 Semester Units before the end of year 10 
Technology 2 Semester Units before the end of year 10 
The Arts 2 Semester Units before the end of year 10 
Science 2 Semester Units before the end of year 10 
HPE 2 Semester Units before the end of year 10 
TOTAL 18 Mandated Units after Semester 2 
 
Students must select a Science subject in Semester 1 Year 9 and Semester 2 Year 10. 
 
RULE THREE 
 
After selecting the “Mandated” units, students are allowed to select a further six (6) 
semester units that they enjoy and wish to specialise in for Years 9 and 10. Year 10 
subject selection will occur in term 3 next year. 
 
 
RULE FOUR 
 
Students must follow the recommended “Pathways” outlined in this subject selection book.  
It is important to think about “Senior School” subjects. 
 
 
RULE FIVE 
 
It is important that students select subjects according to their INTERESTS, ABILITIES and 
CAREER NEEDS.   
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The English Ladder 
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ENG501 
Our Worlds, 
Other Worlds 

ENG502 
Our Worlds, Other Worlds 

(Extension) 

ENG503 
Our Worlds, Other Worlds 
(Literacy Enhancement) 

ENG504 
The Creative Voice 

ENG505 
The Creative Voice 

(Extension) 

ENG506 
The Creative Voice 

(Literacy Enhancement) 

ENG601 
The World Around Us 

(Thematic Unit) 

ENG602 
The World Around Us 

(Extension) 

ENG603 
The World Around Us 

(Literacy Enhancement) 

ENG604 
The 3 R’s – Reacting, 

Reflecting & Reshaping 

ENG605 
The 3 R’s – Reacting, 

Reflecting & Reshaping 
(Extension) 

ENG606 
The 3 R’s – Reacting, 

Reflecting & Reshaping 
(Literacy Enhancement) 
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The Mathematics Ladder 
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MAT 651 
(core) 

MAT 641 
(essential) 

MAT 661 
(extension) 

MAT 655 
(core) 

MAT642 
(essential) 

MAT 663 
(extension) 

Prevocational Maths Maths A Maths B 
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MAT 553 
(core) 

 

MAT 543 
(essential) 

MAT 554 
(extension) 

 

MAT 551 
(core) 

MAT 541 
(essential) 

MAT 552 
(extension) 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

The Science Ladder 
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SCI503 
Investigating 

Living Machines 

SCI602 
Introduction to 

Chemistry 

SCI601 
Marine Studies 

SCI603 
Physics in 

Motion 

Physics Chemistry Biology Multistrand 
Science 

SCI604 
General 
Science 
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SCI601 
Marine Studies 

SCI602 
Introduction to 

Chemistry 
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SCI501 
Environmental 

Science 
SCI502 

Bright Sparks 
SCI504 

Astronomy 

O
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A
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SCI604 
General 
Science 

SCI503 
Investigating 

Living Machines 

SCI501 
Environmental 

Science 
SCI502 

Bright Sparks 
SCI504 

Astronomy 
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AGRICULTURAL PATHWAYS 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AGS400/500/600: 
Development & 
Preparation of Catt le 
for Show ing (Sem 1) 

AGS604: 
Vehicle Maintenance & 
Leatherw ork 

AGS602: 
 Field, Orchard & 
Hydroponic Crop 
Production Systems   
 (Yr 10 Sem 1) 

AGS504 
Animal Husbandry 
(Yr 9 Sem 2) 

AGS502:  
Market Garden Cropping 

(Yr 9 Sem 1) 

AGS603: Agricultural 
Mechanics 
(Yr 10 Sem 2) 

AGS601: Agricultural 
Production Systems 
(Yr 10 Sem 1) 

AGS503: Anatomy & 
Physiology of Plants & 
Animals (Yr 9 Sem 2) 
 

AGS501: Ecosystems, 
Soils, Farm Chemicals 
& Pastures 
 (Yr 9 Sem 1) 

SENIOR 
AGRICULTURAL 
SCIENCE 

CERT I & II 
IN AGRICULTURE 

BIOLOGY MULTISTRAND 
SCIENCE 

T
E

C
H

N
O

L
O

G
Y

 
K

L
A

 

SC
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N
C

E
 K

L
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Travel the SOSE Highway 
 
(It is recommended that students undertake 4 semester units if they wish to 
study a senior subject in SOSE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SSE663 
REBELS WITH A 

CAUSE 
THE FAMOUS AND 

INFAMOUS 

SSE661 
NATURAL 
HAZARDS 

 

SSE 662 
YOUR COUNTRY 

NEEDS YOU – 
AUSTRALIANS 

AT WAR 

SSE 551 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

SLEUTHS 

SSE 552 
THE MEDIEVALS 

SSE 543 
A MEDIEVAL 

JOURNEY 

SSE 653 
AROUND TH E 
WORLD IN 80 

DAYS 
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The Drama & Dance Ladder 
 

Senior Drama 

ADR501 
Once upon a 
Drama class 
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ADR502 
Let me 

entertain you  
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ADR601 
From Page to 

Stage – 
Australian 

Drama 

and/or 

and/or 

ADR602 
Documentary 

Drama 

ADA501 
Let’s Dance 

 
ADA502 

Dance 
Collage 

and/or 
ADA601 

Dance Like A 
Star 

ADA602 
Musical 
Theatre 

 

and/or 
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The Music Ladder 
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AMU502 
Popular Cultures 

AMU501 
Film Music 

AMU602 
Devil’s Music 

AMU601 
Music through 

times 
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The Visual Arts Ladder 
 

AVA601  (CORE) 
Aussie! Aussie! Aussie! 

Oi! Oi! Oi! 

AVA604 
(ELECTIVE) 

Themes, 
Concepts, Issues 

     YEAR 11 

AVA501 (CORE) 
A Hitchhiker’s Guide 

to Radical Art 

AVA503 
(ELECTIVE) 

Exploring Artists 

AVA502 
(ELECTIVE) 
Global Art 

AVA603 
(ELECTIVE) 

Exploring Artists 

AVA602 
(ELECTIVE) 

Get a Lifestyle 

AVA605 
(ELECTIVE) 
Commercial 

Art 

AVA601 (CORE) 
Aussie! Aussie! Aussie! 

Oi! Oi! Oi! 

AVA501 (CORE) 
A Hitchhiker’s Guide 

to Radical Art 

AVA503 
(ELECTIVE) 

Exploring Artists 

AVA502 
(ELECTIVE) 
Global Art 

 

OR 
OR 

OR 
OR 

OR OR 

OR 
OR 

Note: Core units 
must be completed 
to enter Senior Art. 
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Health & Physical Education 
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HPE501 
The Image of 

Sport 
Athletics/Image 

& Marketing 

HPE503 
 Recreation, 

Health & 
Wellness 

Outdoor Pursuits 
& Lif esty le 

HPE504 
Artistic Sports 
with Attitude 

Aerobics, 
Modern dance, 

Rock & Roll, 
Latin, Body 

Image & Self 
Concept 

HPE601 
Coaching 
for Sport 

HPE505 
The Human 
Machine in 

Team Sports 
Physical Activ ity  

HPE602 
Outdoor 
Pursuits 

  Rock climbing, 
Snorkelling, 

Orienteering & 
Camping 

HPE603 
Personal Health 

& Fitness 
Planning 

HPE604 
Specialist 

Sports 
Water Polo, 

Squash, Touch 

      

HEALTH  
PHYSICAL 

RECREA TION SENIOR PE SE
N

IO
R
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The Chinese Ladder 

 
 
 

All core units must be completed consecutively.  
 
 

LOC602 
Now  I’m Chinese 
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LOC601 
Summer Holiday 

LOC502 
Let’s Go Shopping! 

LOC501 
My Fr iends 

 

Senior Chinese 
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            The Japanese Ladder 
      
 
 

 
 

LOJ602 
A Variety of Travel 
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LOJ601 
If  I Could Change 

The World 

LOJ502 
The Natural 

Environment Hunt 

LOJ501 
The Shopping 

Experience 

Core Japanese Extension Japanese 

JAP 112 
Yr 11 Japanese 

 

JAP 111 
Yr 11 Japanese 

 

LOJ602 
A Variety of Travel 

 

LOJ601 
If  I Could Change 

The World 
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 Computer Studies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Senior Subjects 
IPT  ITS  CSC  BCT 

TCS604 
Animations & Video 

TCS606 
Professional Keyboarding for 
Today’s Internet Wor ld 

TCS601 
Programming  

TCS605 
 Computer Communications 

Ye
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 1

 

TCS502 
Computer Publishing 

TCS504 
Flash Videos 

TCS501 
Web Pages & Presentations 

TCS506 
CDs & DVE 
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 2
 

Se
m

 1
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Business Education  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TBE602 
Computer Accounting 

LEG601 
Legal Eagles 

TBE601 
Open for Business 

LEG601 
Legal Eagles 

Senior Subjects 
IPT  ITS  CSC  BCT 
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TBE502 
Business Matters 

TBE501 
Personal Business 
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 Food Technology & Textiles 
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TFT501 
“Make it Snappy” 

microw ave, convenience 
foods, meal planning, pasta 

& rice cookery 

TFT503 
“If  You Know  What’s Good 

For You!” 
good health – meat, f ish, 

eggs, dairy foods, diets for 
different age groups, 

designing healthy meals, 
herbs, additives, spices, 

f lavouring  

TFT604 
“Party Animals” 

birthday, Christmas, Easter, food technology 
issues, types of entertainments, table setting, 
invitations, menu planning, decorations, cake 

icing 

 
TFT601 

“Wok Cooking” 
International 

cookery 
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Technology Studies & Graphics 
“Practical Problem Solving Through Technology” 

Plan of Semester Units 
 
Senior Subjects. 
 
Technology Studies  Industry Skills B Industry Skills A    Graphics 
        Board                   SAS           SAS                  Board 

 
 
 
 

Junior Subjects. 
Year10 Level 6. 

 
       Plastics     Metalw ork        Woodw ork       Graphics 
       TPL602      TMW602        TWW602                          TGR602 
               Furniture 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 9   Level 5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TTS501 
Technical Studies 
Barbeques 

TGR501 
Graphics 

TTS502 
Technical Studies 
Racing Cars 

TGR502 
Graphics 

TTS601 
Technical Studies – 
Fishing Gear 

TGR601 
Graphics 


